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SI CLI A. Poison Plot Re epei ne) 


A geinst 34 Pop Leaders i in Cu 


: By JOHN M. CREWDSON oot 


Specia! to The New Yoru Times : , 7 if 


: WASHINGTON, June 1$—Thei 
“Central Intelligence Agency or- 
“gunized an attempt in early: 
196i 
“Castro, 


{ 


his younger brother,| 


corroborative details, said: that. 


' at feast one of the reported i 


attempts concerning Cuba was; 


“more complex than just Cas+! 
to poison Premier Fidel =ro.”' : P J 


Accordiag t to the source with 


Raul, ard Che Guevara, accard-; direct knowle edge, planning for! 


ing : a soucce who claims 


direc knowledge of the opera-| 
wtion. 
“0 The C.LAJs plat was direct- 


ed against the three Cuoan po-| 
sitical figures, according to the 


began: 


Vee 


the triple murder plot 
in the latter half of 1960, bafore! 
the election of John F, Kennedy! 
as President in Noveraber of 
that vear, and the unsuccessful 
attempt was made in late 
farch or early April of the 


* source, because the agency be-| following year. 


*leved that they would be ca-| 

‘pable of rallying Cuba against; 

+2 counterrevolutionary invasion 

Bay of Pigs operation— 
then being planned. 

“The triple assassination plot, 
“the source said, was conceived 
in the latter half of 1966 aarider| 
‘the Eisenhower Adminisication! 

_ and directed by Sam Giancana, 
‘and John Roselli, two alieged 
organized crime. figures re- 
ersited by the C.LA, as middie 
men for the job, 

Several reports have beer 
‘published recently about three} 
‘C.LA.-inspired attempts on Mr! 
Castro's life around .the. tins; 
of the April 15, 1961, invasion} 
at the Bay of Pigs. But the 
source’s account is tha ‘first 
that kas inciuded other revolu- 
tionary leaders as targets, suz- 
gesting that the CLA. hoped 
to. Creaiz a power vacuum in! 
Cuba to foster confusion ard: 
disorianzation following: the ine” 
vasion. 

A secend source who has 
seen C.LA. Cocuments réiating 
to political assassinations, 
while declining to provic 12 any 


“y-the 


} 


Din tae. operation 


“gure in tae C 


The source could not say, 
however, whether approval for 
the operation had bean’ sought 
or received from higher-les se! 
officials of the Eisenhower or 
Kennedy Adminiscration out- 
sas me C.LA. 

Yao C.LA. project officer in 
the case, ha said, was Sheffiald 
Edwards, .a former milltt4 
caite who, before - retiring, 
served as head of the C.LA.’ ‘Ss 
Oifice of Security. 

Mr. Edwards appearmt a 2S a! 
witness several weeks ago be-! 
fore a closed session of the; 
Senate Select Committee on, 
Intelligence Activities Repeat-! 
ed efforts to reech him 
comment on his alleged 


“verte: 


thisuces 


‘ 
oa | 


cessful. . Pare 
Maheu Role Reported — j 

Mr. Edwasds, the source said, 
enlisted Rovert A. Mahou a 
former agent of the. Faceral 
Bureau of Investigation and, 
unti! 1¢7), 2 top aide to How. 
ard R. Hughes, the billioasive, 
to serve as the C.LA.’s Haisen 
with the criminal underworld 
figures selecied to arrange the 
murders, 

Mr. Mahen, who recent.y in-, 
vexed the Fifth Amendin ent 
privi iloge against self-incrimin 
tion in declining ; 
fore the 
about’ his 
reportedly 
Roselli, whom 


Senate 
C.LA. 
soauhe: 


cue 
‘he knew 
through te gained the cx 30 
ation of d 


a leading 


Approved For coege on ICURHORNeRONl RAUF Ro Assi 


CASTRO, 


"Mr. Mahe,’ Mr. Roselli and 
Mr, Giancana, the source said, 
were moved to Mim Beach 
to crerseee the mule ple Saal 
sination attempt. “Mr, Gizacan 
was installe. in a suite ab 
the Fontainebleau Hotel. 

Mir, Reselli. the svurcce cad, 
ws put in touch by the n the| 


> Cuban assassin on the 
stand who agreed to actempt? 
to go’son in a sires stroke 
the Castro brothers aad Mr. 
Guavara, a revolutionasy a 
hero who then headed the 
tional Sank cf Cuba. 

The would-be assassin re- 
ported back to his. supzriors, 
hovever, according to the! 
source, that he-had been unable: 
to get close enough to the 
threa men when they were tak- 
ing a. meal together to accom- 
phish ‘the job, and the man 
reporteliy was then whiskod 
out of Cuba by prearrangement 
shortly before the Bay of Pigs ‘| 
Sion. . 

The poison to have been used! 
che “attempt reportedly was 
ad to Mr. Roselli by the 
aon was desero hed as 
acting compound. da: 
"to leave no trace oi 
its presauce. ae 

Thre Attempis Reported 
wei-informad Govera-, 
official cat that u fy 
had acknow edged to Aik: 
igaors three! 

ie) Lae 


oy 


Crs 


Ment 


the thice al 


wand i 
high-powered, 


a 


caus ret be laarned,! 
-syes, svhether all of the! 
or only the one describadi 
ha source, had also been! 
Gi d .at Raut Castro and} 
evara. The huiter was, 
ai in October, 1987, by Eoll-} 
a 50: iciers who had beent 
ed by American counteria~ 
cy experts. 
Se-nte committee voted 
ke ity geek oa limited 
munity from Federal 
for Mr. Mareu, 
(ba cou auaee if the! 


ia 
aa 


2a 


had financial interests itl prere-i | 


yolutionary Cuba. 
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